Homelessness Response

Developing a Long-Term Response to Homelessness
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Online Public Engagement - Ongoing
+ Share your thoughts at EngageQlympla.com

o Stay up to date; sign up for our enews at olyrmpiawa,gov/subscrbe
« Meeting summaries available at EngageOlym pla.com
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Public Workshops Scheduled as of 03,15.2019

« Workshep™: Sat., April 20, Dlympia High School, 8:30-11:30 am
« Workshop™: Sat., May 4, Capital High S<heol, 9:30-11:30am
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City Coundil Updates

« March 26, 7:00 pm, Gty Council Chambers
« Future dates TS0

Partner Engagement as of 03.15.2019

Listening sessions and facus groups for partners engaged in “on the ground“work
(e.0. praviding housing, mental health, cominal justice and social services); the
Derertown community; homeless individuals; business 2nd property owners.

More to come. ..




Every two years, in January, communities across the country conduct
comprehensive counts of the local homeless populations in order to
measure the prevalence of homelessness. The 2018 Thurston County
Point-In-Time Count Homeless Census was a community-wide effort
was conducted on January 25, 2018.
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Every two years, in January, communities across the country conduct
comprehensive counts of the local homeless populations in order to
measure the prevalence of homelessness. The 2018 Thurston County
Point-In-Time Count Horneless Census was 2 community-wide effort
was conducted on January 25, 2018.

201 8 Unsheltered/Sheltered

Homeless Census Population

330 Unshelterod 62% e s R P
Residency
Resident of Thurston County prior 1o Undo
mtp:’nenmghomelessness
............................................................................... 26% 24%  44% 6%
CUrrenT LOCOﬂOﬂ UnShe'lefEdm,y .................................................. S e YKTPY 7s T T s O PR T T T S L KA1 2
Olympia 80% Gender
Tumwater 2%
Yelm 6%
Rochester 2% ]7
1% 45% 53% 1% S
Female Male Transgender Non-Canforming
Length of Homelessness  Disabilities &
19% 24%
Substance Physical
Abuse Disability

10% 28% 19%

Developmental Chronic Health Mental Health -
Disability Condition Issue

T D DRSS S Olympia




Number of Homeless Individuals
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2018 Homelessness Snapshot

Thurston County funds an annual *Point-in-Time-Census” to capture how many individuals are
lareless and when possible, how they tame to be in that situation.,

families, and unaccompanied youth without access to shelter of any kind. 2019 data Wil .

be available i late May/eary June, : h ¥ Increasing homelessness in Olympla
: | : and throughout Thurston County fs an
fssue of significant public cancern, Like

: et , - , many clties acrass the country, and
The anaual Point-in-Time Census provides critical information to help kdentify response ot B particularly on the west coast, the Cit
strategies, apply for funding, proritize work efforts, and measure the impact of our : ~ of Oiymplas challenged to respond.
community's respanse to homelessness. P e § | 4 2018, the City developed a new line of
¢ 1 g praqrans to address homeless related
issues and thelr impacts, and hired its

first Homeless Response Cocedinator:

Reqional and community partnerships
afe rrtical to developing an effective

response Lo this crisis.

"' The January 2018 census identified 835 homeless persons, including 320 individuals,

A‘, In ¥ovember 2018, the City counted appraximatety 310 Individuals sleeping outdoors
or in tents Downtown.

Home Fund

o In 2018, voters approved a sales
' - % W taxincrease to fund building

Zz - - permanent, supportive housiag for
DO“ \ ‘own bt o the most vulnerable members of cur

< i ~ community. It will be several years
') s e ~ befordwe see completed projects, <0

Am bOSS\\ 0/{ . S ntheinterim the City is partaering
y f ~  with others to take morz immediate

5 action.

Stay Informed: Sign up for our e-newsletter at

olympiawa.gov/subscribe

Olympld
Engage: Ask questions and share ideas at
engageolympia.com

Contact Us: homelessness@ci.olympia.wa.us

Learn More: \lisit our webpage at
olympiawa.gov/homelessness




mm Immediate Actions

Supporting the Move to a 24/7 Shelter System

The ity is providing funding to move twe existing shelters to a 24/7 operation. In addition
to providing avernight shelter, Community Youth Services (CYS) Rasie’s Place will open its
doors to youth curing the cay. The Satvation Army will expand their overnight sheiter beds
by upqgrading their bullding to provide a safe, comfortable place duing daytime hours,

Supporting a Vibrant Downtown

The City of Olympia is committed ta our cormmunity’s vision for a vibrant Doweatowa, which
includes effective and compassionate ways to address the impact of homelessness.
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 Responsibie forgeneral A partnership initiated by | Avital front line defivery

. Upkeep, repai painting,  * the Police Department to - | system to help promote

- trash pickup and cleaning * * provide free, confidential, - | and ersure Covntown is

~ in public spaces in | | Woluntary crisisresponse @ vibrant and attractive

- Downtown. | | assistance, - Urban destination,
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- Familiar Faces - Secure Storage 1  Walking Patrol

* Two peer navigators ~  Apartnershiptocreate A highly visible and

~ Whoassist incviduals | storage fadlities o keep | © accessible 7-member

- with complex healthand -~ - personal belongings safe | team cedicated o serving,
behavioral probleirss, | | and cry, while mininizing | connecting with our

 sldewali debrs, - | Downtawn community,

The Mitigation Site

« As a first step to manage the growing, uasustainable and
immediate situation of Dewntown encampments, a temporary
sanctioned campsite was set up on a {ity-owned parking lot
at Olympia and Franklin. This site vwill include basic bygiene
services, ordery setup, safety protocols, a code of conduct and
ea-site host{s),

This is not a permanent end state, This step will facilitate
safety, public health, dignity, along with improved enforcement
of camping and behaviors In the Downtown core and other
areas. The City is currently looking to establish a secong
mitigation site outside of Dovntown for temporary and safe

camping.

Fostering Emergency Housing Partnerships

« Plum Street Village. A new tiny home
village has 40* individuals ca-site, The
Lnits are secure and private for individuals
and couples vithout children, The site \
Is equipped with a hygiene trallerand \
services tailored to the specific nes
residents.

Emergency Housing Ordinance.
In 2018, the City Council adopted an
emergency oedinance that allowed fot the
establishment of ternporary emergency
shelter site on faith-based, noa-profit, or
gaverment property, subject toa pqtmlt

« Faith Community & City Tiny llod%e
Pilot Partnership, The City is partne mg il
with several falth-based communitiesto

support the establishment of additio I e

emergency housing vlllagesonthe{ 5 gl

praperties, :
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mm Developing Strategies and a Plan

Beginning In Match of 2019, the Gty will host a process o determine how we, as a community,
wll respond ta long-term impacts of homelessness. This pracess will engage citizens, non-profits,
private secter, and govemment agencies from throughout the region in a dialoque to identify
together the mast effective, impactful, and sustainable selutions to addressing homelessness and
Its Impacts,

How to Get Involved

Sign up for our homelessness e-newsletter to get the most up-ta-date information on what is
happening related to homelessness, including how you can get inwolved in developing a long-tem
strateqgy. Go to olymplawa.gov/subscribe to sign up.
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j homelessness@d.olympiawa.us

Sign up for our e-newsletter at

Ask questions & share ideas at
engageolympia.com

Email us at

Visit our webpage at
olympiawa.gov/homelessness




