Tacoma Pierce County Coalition to End Homelessness
https://pchomeless.org/ - info@pchomeless.org

Chat from the March 5, 2021 Coalition to End Homelessness Meeting

00:33:17 - Kenny Coble (City of Tacoma): - City of Tacoma's Rental Housing Code Website:
https://www.cityoftacoma.org/cms/one.aspx?pageld=163295

00:34:21 - Rob Huff - MDC (he/him): - Thank you, Kenny!

00:34:40 - Sherrilla Bivens: - thanks Kenny

00:38:58 - Maureen Howard: - Could we get a right of first refusal on sale? We could figure out potential
nonprofit or for-profit buyers who would preserve the housing as affordable to people at or below 50%
AMI?

00:40:27 - Laurie Davenport: - Thank you ChiQuata!

00:41:24 - Kenny Coble (City of Tacoma): - | don't have the PDF, unfortunately, but all this content is on the
website. We can email it after.

00:41:38 - Jennifer Ammons: - Some exciting proposals! Thanks, ChiQuata!

00:42:32 - Rob Huff - MDC (he/him): - That is a copy of the handout | was just sharing

00:43:14 - Laurie Davenport: - Tacomaprobono’s Housing Justice Project also has language services for phone
calls for people who need legal advice. (253) 572-5134, ext. 102

00:43:43 - Maureen Howard: - Is there an April event date yet?

00:46:26 - Maureen Howard: - Do people complain about college students sharing housing or only poor people?

00:47:05 - Sarah Rumbaugh: - What about multigenerational families?

00:47:17 - Tina McLeod: - ChiQuata - Is already a City process for businesses to get approval for more than 6
unrelated persons?

00:47:28 - Sarah Rumbaugh: - They live together in spaces like this, and a lot of it has to do with economic
needs.

00:49:25 - Lisa LARSON: - also the requirement for incoming tenants making 3x rent amount. Rent is increasing
and paychecks are not.

00:49:28 - Jennifer Ammons: - NJP hears a lot of that, too, ChiQuata. $35 a pop for multiple applications is
prohibitive for people living on very limited incomes.

00:50:03 - Colin DeForrest: - 15 people in a 3-bedroom house is better than 15 people on the street...obviously
depending on the situation. Seems we need to be flexible and look at it in a case-by-case basis.

00:50:24 - Colin DeForrest: - And thank you ChiQuata!!!

00:50:29 - Tina McLeod: - Current City Code is currently 6 "unrelated" persons. This does not affect families
(who are related, multigenerational, etc)

00:51:48 - Sherri Jensen: - CoT already has a requirement that no more than 6 non-related individuals can live
together at one time, isn't that correct?

00:52:13 - Sherri Jensen: - Oh, | just saw your comment Tina :)

00:52:28 - Al Ratcliffe: - Please include in the ordinance a requirement that landlords must accept a universal
background check report from an applicant for rental.

00:53:40 - Kenny Coble (City of Tacoma): - Please keep providing feedback in the chat. ChiQuata, Steve, and | are
collecting it all so her team can consider it.

00:53:48 - Tina McLeod: - Abril - your client may want to contact www.tacomaprobono.org to ensure they are
clear on their tenancy rights with the Housing Authority

00:54:26 - Sarah Rumbaugh: - There is a reason people are living in these situations. There is not enough housing
in Tacoma.
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00:55:20 - Laurie Davenport: - Contact info for Tacomaprobono: hjp@tacomaprobono.org, (253) 572-5134 ext.
102, online intake form. More info on http://www.tacomaprobono.org/hjp and website can be translated
into 5 languages.

00:55:23 - Sheila Miraflor: - Jennifer, what is being done to create a Comprehensive Tenant Screening voucher
that landlords can accept?

00:55:58 - Jennifer Ammons: - Abril, NJP's CLEAR line is another option (888-201-1014). NJP handles subsidized
housing terminations and reductions.

00:56:56 - Sherri Jensen: - It seems like creating an occupancy for shared housing based on square footage of a
space would be more reliable than inserting an arbitrary number cap. If a 3-bedroom house consists of 3
overly large rooms, a dining room and a finished basement could have the square footage to fit 15 non-
related individuals in a habital way

00:56:59 - Sara Irish: - Thanks Maureen that is a great request.

00:57:06 - Sherri Jensen: - occupancy code*

00:57:25 - Steven Sawada: - Good call. Thx Maureen.

00:57:26 - Tina McLeod: - Renters Readiness classes are offered by Landlord Liaison Program/Associated
Ministries - and one of the classes is Landlord-Tenant Rights & Responsibilities - free, open to public.
Schedule at www.landlordliaisonprogram.com The classes are not currently in languages other than English
and that work to do so is on our work-plan. Email LLP at manager@landlordliaisonprogram.com

00:57:44 - Sara Irish: - Please non Google translations!

00:58:27 - Theresa Power-Drutis: - Unrelated Occupancy limits are a difficult issue that have unintended impacts
on low income people. Thank you ChiQuata and Kenny for listening.

00:58:36 - Colin DeForrest: - good point Sherri

00:59:28 - Jennifer Ammons: - Sheila, there is already a universal tenant screening available--tenants can pay for
it once and then provide a secure link to landlords with each new application. | am not aware of any
screening vouchers.

01:00:07 - Kenny Coble (City of Tacoma): - City of Tacoma's Rental Housing Code Website:
https://www.cityoftacoma.org/cms/one.aspx?pageld=163295

01:00:11 - Christina Meek: - where do homeless people go when they are forced to leave an area in Tacoma?
and how come Tacoma isn't providing them with masks during this pandemic?

01:00:12 - Maureen Howard: - Is the website set up so people can tell their stories

01:00:22 - Theresa Power-Drutis: - Many property management operations refuse to honor the universal tenant
screening

01:00:33 - Kenny Coble (City of Tacoma): - TacomaRHC@cityoftacoma.org

01:01:11 - Daisy Reyes: - Thank you, ChiQuata!!

01:01:26 - Kathryn Green: - Is there any talk about rent caps for city of Tacoma and screening people out by
requiring their income is 3-6x the rental amount.

01:01:40 - Kathryn Green: - Thank you

01:01:48 - Miguel Rodrigues: - Number one Victory Royale

01:03:17 - Miguel Rodrigues: - Do all of you guys Support BLACK LIVES MATTER

01:04:15 - Maureen Howard: - Brandon - how does the city define “lower opportunity” areas? thanks

01:04:39 - Miguel Rodrigues: - Ten kills on the board right now

01:07:52 - Kathy Ryan: - | support BLM and anti-racism. Kathy Ryan, ED SW Supervisor

01:10:11 - Colin DeForrest: - What would the next proactive step to be taken? will it be providing garbage
receptacles nearby?

01:10:59 - Jeffrey Boyce: - 300 Gal bins would work
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01:12:19 - Maureen Howard: - The new Homeless Outreach Team Coordinator should join the biweekly
Homeless Outreach Team meetings

01:12:42 - Maureen Howard: - Is there a place for people with lived experience to be trained to help with clean
up?

01:12:52 - Carolyn Read: - MARK YOUR CALENDARS! https://www.eventbrite.com/e/144290985221 This is our
March 27th event from 10-noon to view the film “Camp Second Chance” and a panel discussion on
Homelessness with County Council members. A flyer will be coming soon and we will share it with you all.
We are also holding our last of a three-part series of training sessions March 16th. It is presented in two
parts: Homelessness 101 from 6-7 pm https://www.eventbrite.com/e/128915711363 and
Substance Use Disorders and Motivational Interviewing from 7-8 pm
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/128924461535

01:14:35 - Maureen Howard: - Will you do the purple bags within the encampments in Metro Parks parks?

01:17:40 - Theresa Power-Drutis: - There is another item that could be included in the bottom line when
comparing contractor vs. purple bags. A steady cleanup eliminates one obstacle to understanding between
sheltered and unsheltered neighbors.

01:17:55 - Al Ratcliffe: - RE Sharps: Suggest you place sharps containers at collection sites without asking
occupants, so they don't feel threatened by the question. Just place sharps container and find out how
used.

01:20:24 - Janet Runbeck: - NCS = Neighborhood & Community Services, City of Tacoma

01:21:20 - James Pogue: - Dave Peirce Project/Tacoma Needle Exchange

01:21:24 - Angela Gallardo: - We'll have sharps containers at our sites in the future.

01:21:49 - Danici Wellott: - hi I’'m Danicia Wellott just started hometeam

01:24:22 - Colin DeForrest: - you touched on the challenges with human waste. Is the expectation campers will
human waste is put into the purple bags? Or was the pick-up of this separate or a part of the project?
Were there numbers or data about this?

01:25:04 - Colin DeForrest: - seems like an important thing for the city/ES to find ways to also be proactive
about.

01:25:58 - Sherri Jensen: - | am, thank you Linda. We are humbled to be able to serve our community. Our team
is made up of amazing and dedicated staff who made it possible

01:26:55 - Danici Wellott: - what is the contact for bethel ham baptist?

01:27:16 - Theresa Power-Drutis: - Will Shiloh be for single adults?

01:28:42 - Maureen Howard: - How is the City hiring the Interim Homeless person?

01:28:51 - Sherri Jensen: - Bethlehem email: BBCShelter@outlook.com

01:29:07 - Sherri Jensen: - Main Phone Number:

01:29:34 - Brandon Drucker: - We did not explicitly ask anyone to use purple bags for human waste, but believe
they were occasionally used for that purpose. We do not have data about human waste, but this is
definitely important to the City. For human rights and stormwater reasons, among others. There is ongoing
discussion on that topic between City departments.

01:29:41 - TIEGAN TIDBALL: - This is the number for BBC: 253-472-1147

01:30:39 - Mike Boisture: - Bethleham contact is Deshunda Mitchell - call church number 253.472.1147

01:31:10 - Danici Wellott: - thank you!

01:31:10 - Brandon Drucker: - There is also discussion about human waste impacts beyond the City at the state
level and beyond. Some California cities have stormwater TMDLs (total maximum daily load) for related
pollutants.

01:31:44 - Janet Runbeck: - Thank you Tiegan. You've been very responsive in Erica's absence.

01:33:38 - Theresa Power-Drutis: - Why are you using PIT rather than a more reliable data?
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01:34:12 - Rob Huff - MDC (he/him): - Thank you, Theresa. | will pose that question at the end of this slide.

01:34:23 - Carolyn Read: - Prior to COVID shelters had 30-90 day waitlist. What is the City’s plan to increase
capacity for the ‘stabilization’ stage post-COVID?

01:34:56 - Carolyn Read: - Will the waitlist be a measurable goal to reduce?

01:38:06 - Janet Runbeck: - Will the new sites under consideration include the medically fragile, and health
needs?

01:38:49 - Sarah Rumbaugh: - 1590 1/10th of 1 percent for affordable housing.

01:38:50 - Maureen Howard: - Re Janet’s question - maybe include recuperation/respite hotel rooms?

01:38:57 - Lisa LARSON: - what is being done to address bh needs?

01:38:57 - Brandon Drucker: - Maureen - See Tacoma’s equity index map and more details at the following link. |
was not involved in it’s development, personally, but know the team worked with many groups to
incorporate several indicators of opportunity.
https://www.cityoftacoma.org/cms/One.aspx?portalld=169&pageld=175030

01:39:42 - Danici Wellott: - can we use reposesed houses for homeless housing?

01:39:57 - Danici Wellott: - there are so many empty homes that are becoming run down

01:40:02 - Colin DeForrest: - who will be prioritized for the mitigation style site you mentioned? will the larger
encampments be prioritized?

01:41:29 - Maureen Howard: - It would be really helpful to have the definitions on a single page...prevention, etc

01:42:53 - Theresa Power-Drutis: - Rob - this question may need to wait until the end of the presentation as it
relates to something Linda announced in her introduction. Why are we creating hygiene stations in
neighborhoods rather than in a sanctioned encampments? Low income neighborhoods will continue to
serve as containment zones until sanctioned campgrounds are established. This is not a step toward ending
street homelessness.

01:43:21 - Sherri Jensen: - The PIT seems like a non-suitable number to use in this infograph, or at all when
considering actual need

01:43:39 - Colin DeForrest: - What is the plan for the following: Yakima Avenue Camps, Evergreen State/6th Ave
camp, 38th street camp, Puyallup Avenue Camps? Specifically hygiene services and garbage services and
alternative site options.

01:44:43 - Reanna Bettencourt: - Are these slides available on the website? Or how can | get a copy of the
presentation?

01:44:45 - Sarah Rumbaugh: - | think all citizens of Tacoma would tell you there is a homeless emergency since
we have people camping on our sidewalks on Yakima and J Streets, as well as many other areas of our city.

01:44:52 - Courtney Chandler: - Why is there such a small amount of funding allocated to housing versus
shelter? Shelter is great but it is temporary. Is the city focused on longer term solutions? If so, how can we
increase funding for housing solutons?

01:45:05 - Sarah Rumbaugh: - | agree, Courtney.

01:46:05 - Gerrit Nyland: - My offer is always open to work with City and County staff to develop a method to
more accurately count unsheltered homelessness.

01:46:18 - Rob Huff - MDC (he/him): - Reanna, | will post these slides in the chat when | am done sharing them!

01:46:28 - Sherri Jensen: - Prevention funding should be made available for new housing, as more stock is really
the only prevention to treat the crisis

01:46:31 - Sally Perkins: - Has the 1100 J Street street camp been cleared? Or it is being cleared? It looked like
the tents on the East side of the block were gone, and that some of the tents on the West side of the block
were gone (this was on Wednesday Mar 3). Thank you.

01:46:32 - Reanna Bettencourt: - Thanks!
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01:48:03 - Maureen Howard: - Some federal and state funding comes with use restrictions - the County provided
a “map” of funding sources and we might ask the City to do the same. The City and County organize how
federal money is managed differently so the “maps” won’t exactly match up.

01:48:08 - Danici Wellott: - sally, | live across the street. the J st. is still there

01:48:34 - Gerrit Nyland: - Above is the presentation currently being shared.

01:50:06 - Sally Perkins: - Thank you, Danici. Are there fewer tents now or has the group there been basically
the same size over the winter?

01:50:48 - Danici Wellott: - same size. | run a homeless outreach program, and they have been the same. a few
new tents as well

01:52:13 - Greg Walker: - Is there a date when this Strategy is projected to be complete?

01:52:18 - Maureen Howard: - Danici and anyone who does outreach and was not invited to the recent
Homeless Outreach Team meeting, please let Kevin Glackin-Coley know and he’ll work with Valeri Knight to
add you to the distribution list. This group meets biweekly.

01:52:20 - Theresa Power-Drutis: - Courtney: As long as we have land/housing speculation as our housing model,
we will have people who cannot afford housing. Pretending the need is not growing and moving shelter
dollars to permanent housing would be irresponsible until shelter is viewed as a human right and income
inequality shifts in the right direction.

01:53:09 - Sherri Jensen: - Thanks Linda!

01:53:14 - Kevin Glackin-Coley: - Dancici and others who need it my email address is
kglackincoley@pchomeless.org

01:54:09 - Danici Wellott: - thank you.

01:54:28 - Danici Wellott: - my goal in the outreach is to provide mental health!! I'd love to get involved

01:55:25 - Danici Wellott: - thank you

01:55:28 - Gerrit Nyland: - The Coalition voted to lead an effort to end homelessness across Pierce County. The
Pierce County Council is looking to have Pierce County Human Services take ownership of that plan. How
will this strategy framework integrate with that County work?

01:55:51 - Kenny Coble (City of Tacoma): - Linda is correct, it's already in the Affordable Housing Action Strategy,

01:56:11 - Maureen Howard: - Who will operate the new large site?

01:56:52 - Theresa Power-Drutis: - We need sanctioned encampments

01:57:35 - Danici Wellott: - amen!!

01:58:25 - Kevin Parker: - Linda - Could you please share more details about the Hygiene stations and what that
includes?

01:58:40 - Danici Wellott: - | saw complimentary funding is only 4%. is there a way to partner with private or
state organizations to donate their mental health services?

01:58:59 - Gerrit Nyland: - How is client voice and provider expertise involved in the creation of the large
sanctioned encampment. Were multiple smaller sanctioned encampments considered?

01:59:32 - Theresa Power-Drutis: - Important that there are several small encampments rather than one huge
camp. Lots of evidence that small encampments are more likely to be integrated into the city

01:59:36 - Colin DeForrest: - Linda, | would be more than willing to help with any discussions, planning and
design around this emergency work. | have many ideas, and, as you know, | have experience in this area.

01:59:43 - Kenny Coble (City of Tacoma): - Jeff Robinson is the Director of the Community and Economic
Development Department at the City of Tacoma, which is where the Housing Division lives.

02:00:04 - Lisa LARSON: - GH/KP Suicide Prevention Coalition has funds available to help with mental health
support

02:00:52 - Colin DeForrest: - colin@i2-strategies.com
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02:01:15 - Rosemary Powers: - Part of the strategy to end street homelessness should involve establishing
sanctioned encampments where people can be safe and with hygiene. Without sanctioned, safe spaces, no
number of hygiene stations at unsanctioned sites will help us end street homelessness (meaning literally on
the streets and along neighborhood sidewalks, and in unsafe spaces

02:01:58 - Jeffrey Boyce: - Smaller encampments work well, with minor support provided.

02:02:42 - Kenny Coble (City of Tacoma): - Who's Neil Young?

02:02:54 - Rob Huff - MDC (he/him): - Kenny...

02:03:31 - Janet Runbeck: - Allison Griffith's number? (Erica's replacement for the moment?)

02:04:24 - Kenny Coble (City of Tacoma): - Allyson's number: 253.576.5088

02:05:37 - Allyson Griffith: - You can continue to call 253-591-5015 that reaches me directly. My desk phone is
253-591-5119. When we fill the interim they will have the 253-591-5015 so best to continue with that in
your address book.

02:06:07 - Kenny Coble (City of Tacoma): - Oh, hi. Allyson. Sorry. Didn't realize you were here and could speak
for yourself. Hi!

02:06:12 - Sheila Miraflor: - What is Pierce County Human Services doing to ensure the rental assistance portal
doesn't crash due to the volume of applications?

02:06:23 - Kevin Glackin-Coley: - Please consider adding this link to the Rental Assistance Portal to your email
signature. Rental Assistance | Pierce County, WA - Official Website

02:06:39 - Maureen Howard: - Jeff - glad to know you are exploring some new options. thanks

02:06:46 - Danici Wellott: - funding out reach? private outreach too?

02:06:54 - Danici Wellott: - Jeff contact?

02:07:21 - Jeffrey Boyce: - 360-860-1711

02:07:32 - Sheila Miraflor: - Crossing my fingers here!

02:07:34 - Jeffrey Boyce: - jeffreyboyce425@yahoo.com

02:08:56 - Danici Wellott: - still have to heal their hearts and minds!

02:09:44 - Stephen Pagan: - I'd love to be put out of this job if we ended homelessness and/or poverty. I'd love
to be unable to find work because the positions are all unneeded.

02:10:04 - Maureen Howard: - Jeff Rodgers - please put your contact info in the chat

02:10:51 - Reanna Bettencourt: - https://www.tpchd.org/healthy-people/diseases/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine-
information

02:11:50 - Danici Wellott: - which Jeff just spoke about rental assistance

02:12:05 - Rob Huff - MDC (he/him): - Jeff Rodgers

02:12:08 - Janet Runbeck: - Congregate settings can vaccinate on Mar.22. Hopefully shelters will qualify

02:12:10 - Reanna Bettencourt: - https://www.tpchd.org/Home/Components/RFP/RFP/76/26

02:12:12 - Jeffrey Boyce: - Jeff Rodgers

02:12:47 - Danici Wellott: - sorry Maureen, Jeff Rogers contact Info

02:13:08 - Larry Quintana: - Thank you, Everyone! for todays discussions & information. | have another meeting |
must attend.

Larry A Quintana, Re-Entry Navigator
Student Advising & Counseling Center (Bldg. 7 Rm. 151)
Tacoma Community College
6501 South 19th. Street
Tacoma, WA 98466
Iquintana@tacomacc.edu
reentry@tacomacc.edu
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Iquintana@DOC1.WA.Gov

Women'’s Correctional Center for Women

Mission Creek Correctional Center for Women

253-460-4394 / office

360-890-2450 / cell

02:13:53 - Reanna Bettencourt: - https://www.tpchd.org/healthy-people/diseases/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine-
information

For Vaccine Education:

rbettencourt@tpchd.org & mpotoniec@tpchd.org

02:15:19 - Janet Runbeck: - Who is the fiscal agent?

02:15:39 - Janet Runbeck: - Socks. Lots of sock.

02:15:52 - Maureen Howard: - We've asked Associated Ministries if they can do this.

02:15:55 - TIEGAN TIDBALL: - | got distracted with my technology issues. There will be a tour of The Beacon
Center on Tuesday from 1-3 pm for the YYA RFP. Please RSVP, if you'd like to come to
vmclaurin@cityoftacoma.org

02:16:10 - Carolyn Read: - Isn’t this the job of the health dept?

02:16:39 - Maureen Howard: - This is in addition to what the local health is doing

02:16:50 - Janet Runbeck: - Health Dept has limited funds. They will partner.

02:16:53 - Danici Wellott: - yes!

02:16:58 - Danici Wellott: - I'd love to help

02:17:24 - Janet Runbeck: - Hurrah for us!!

02:17:42 - Al Ratcliffe: - If Yes, you might hire some formerly homeless people through Valeovocation to
distribute the information.

02:18:27 - Rosemary Powers: - Gerrit excellent to work on grant for the speakers bureau thanks

02:18:37 - Duane Parker: - | have another meeting | must attend, | hope you all have a great weekend!

02:19:46 - Gerrit Nyland: - Contact me with ideas for how we could use funding to get the message out to
people experiencing homelessness about vaccines - gnyland@pchomeless.org - 253-304-5105

02:19:51 - Danici Wellott: - | do a family with a child and pregnant woman. contact info?

02:20:07 - Gail Misner: - I'm working with a few folks who might be interested in employment when the
opportunity arises.

02:20:12 - Gerrit Nyland: - Also, contact me if you'd like to work on that vaccine education plan and/or the grant.

02:20:49 - Julian F. Wheeler, PC -ACACchair (he/his): - Hi all. PC ACAC meeting on Tues March 9th, on zoom at
9AM. Email me to attend at Julianfwheeler@aol.com.

02:21:19 - Maureen Howard: - Please contact me for advocacy information mhoward@pchomeless.org

02:22:05 - Abril Mitchell-Ward: - thanks for all the great info everyone. looking forward to next week.

02:22:14 - Gerrit Nyland: - Speaker's Bureau - we are looking to write a grant to fund the Speaker's Bureau - a
program where people experiencing homelessness or have a past history of homelessness learn to tell their
story. It matches a speaker with a coach, and is designed to be a really positive program. We'll discuss more
next week, but contact me if you are interested in learning more between now and the Steering Committee
meeting (all are invited) and next week's meeting. - gnyland@pchomeless.org - 253-304-5105

02:22:46 - Gail Misner: - Gail Misner

02:23:11 - Gail Misner: - Ok 3rd times a charm...

02:23:29 - Maureen Howard: - City of Tacoma Citizens Forum - Tuesday, March 9 at 6pm. Comment on
anything.
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02:23:38 - Gerrit Nyland: - Steering Committee Meetings are open to all - just visit our website -
https://pchomeless.org/ - for the link to the meeting. We meet every Wednesday at 3pm.

02:23:53 - Danici Wellott: - so we have contact foe Jeff Rogers and Colin D.

02:24:27 - Maureen Howard: - I'm working on: Small housing development loan fund, Eviction Defense, Social
media “street”, FEMA for non-congregate shelters and a host of other things...please email me

02:24:41 - Danici Wellott: - how do I sign up for the training?

02:24:47 - Gail Misner: - Gail Misner - Molina Healthcare / gail. misner@molinahealthcare.com / 253-224-4235.
Wkg w previously homeless individuals interested in employment.

02:24:52 - Rob Huff - MDC (he/him): - Jeff.rodgers@piercecountywa.gov

02:25:01 - Carolyn Read: - MARK YOUR CALENDARS! https://www.eventbrite.com/e/144290985221 This is our
March 27th event from 10-noon to view the film “Camp Second Chance” and a panel discussion on
Homelessness with County Council members. A flyer will be coming soon and we will share it with you all.
We are also holding our last of a three-part series of training sessions March 16th. It is presented in two
parts: Homelessness 101 from 6-7 pm https://www.eventbrite.com/e/128915711363 and
Substance Use Disorders and Motivational Interviewing from 7-8 pm
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/128924461535

02:26:07 - Janet Runbeck: - "Camp Second Chance" is a great film, from Seattle

02:26:16 - Reanna Bettencourt: - Thanks everyone for the great presentations.end
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